




























Port Control. Before entering or departing 
a port of clearance, all vessels are required to 
communicate with Port Control on VHF channel 
16 to request permission to enter / depart 
the port, and to obtain information on vessel 
movements in the harbour. On entering the port, 
proceed directly to the designated quarantine 
area indicated on your chart. Fly the international 
yellow �Q� flag (requesting pratique) and await 
instructions or arrival of the authorities. Apart 
from Health, Customs, Immigration or Quarantine 
Officers, no one should be allowed to board the 
vessel, nor any person or article leave the vessel 
until clearance is granted. You may be instructed 
to provide dingy transportation for the authorities 
or be instructed to come alongside a wharf.

Port Fees. The Fiji Ports Corporation Limited 
(better known as Fiji Ports) levies a fee for yachts 
entering and anchoring in the ports of Suva, 
Lautoka and Levuka. Contact Port Control on 
channel 16 on arrival to confirm port fees which 
are payable to the Fiji Ports.   Note: Suva and 
Lautoka port controls stand a 24hr radio watch. 
Levuka is daytime only, and in Savusavu contact 
the Copra Shed Marina on VHF 16. 

Pratique (Health) – On Arrival
The Health Officer will be the first official to clear 

the vessel. You will be instructed to await the 
arrival of the health boat or to proceed directly 
to the Wharf and wait there. The Department 
of Health have levied a F$37.12 fee for this 
clearance which must be paid at the Divisional 
Medical Officer�s office.

Note. Yachts must obtain a �certificate of Pratique� 
or Health Clearance from Port health Quarantine 
before proceeding to the Royal Suva Yacht Club. 

Malarious Area. Vessels arriving from a 
Malarious area (see page 32) within fifty days 
preceding the date of arrival in Fiji must notify the 
Port Health Quarantine Officer.  Upon arrival the 
yacht is required to proceed to the Quarantine 
anchorage and await the officer for necessary 
clearance.  The malarial spraying and inspection 
fee is $33.75  

Quarantine. On arrival, inform all authorities of 
any prohibited items on board (see page 32) 
otherwise, Customs will notify Quarantine if an 
inspection is deemed necessary.

Customs – On Arrival. After clearance by 
Health/Pratique, the Customs Officer will process 
you through the customs declaration including 
your yacht�s intentions and stores held aboard 

Entering & Departing Fiji

whilst in Fiji waters. You must declare to the 
Customs Officer upon arrival if persons on board 
your yacht will be departing your yacht either to 
fly out of Fiji or join another yacht and if you are 
expecting new persons to join your yacht in Fiji. 
Ask and clarify any questions with the Customs 
Officer at this time.

Immigration – On Arrival. Yachtsmen require 
permits from an Immigration Officer before they 
can disembark. Immigration will clear all persons 
at the yacht and no one is to disembark before 
approval to do so is given.  Immigration services 
are provided free of charge. Vessels will be 
charged the immigration officer�s transportation 
to and from the wharf on production of a claim 
form.

Customs – On Departure. Within 24 hours 
of your planned departure from Fiji waters, 
you should berth your yacht in a port of entry/
exit. Pay your port fees at the port office and 
proceed to the Customs Office to complete 
Customs clearance out formalities. You will need 
your inbound clearance papers, crew details, 
the details of your vessel and next port of call. 
If firearms, ammunition or other weaponry are 
to be returned to your yacht at final departure 
for another overseas port, you must also make 
arrangements with the Police to have your 
property returned from the armoury and placed 
back on board your yacht.

Immigration – On Departure. Immigration is 
the final authority to clear the yacht out of Fijian 
waters. An appointment should be made in 
advance of your departure advising your location 
within the harbour you wish to clear from - it is 
not essential to clear out from the main wharf 
as it is on arrival. Complete all business ashore 
prior to this clearance as Immigration will expect 
immediate harbour departure once processed. 

You are required to sail from Fiji waters within 
24 hours. If you are delayed beyond this time, 
contact the same Customs office immediately 
and record in the Log Book showing cause for 
failure to depart. The Custom clearance shall be 
deemed invalid/cancelled and the master of the 
vessel shall be guilty of an offence if the yacht 
does not depart Fiji Waters within 24hrs of issuing 
clearance. The penalty is a fine of FJ$20,000 or 
2 years imprisonment or both and the yacht shall 
not be issued with another clearance until the fine 
has been paid in full.

When clearing in or out of the smaller ports of 
Levuka and Savusavu, contact authorities prior 
to arrival or departure notifying them of your 
intentions. With such small government personnel, 
officers are often occupied with other tasks and 
the clearance process can be delayed. Fly the 
international �Q� flag and let it be known you are 
there. Do not leave the boat nor let anything or 
any person off.
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